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Thatcher, not Pope John Paul II, but 
Islamic fascism, the mujahedin in Af-
ghanistan. History will make a plau-
sible case for this assertion that, in 
fact, they had a lot to do with defeat-
ing the Soviet Union. But he continues 
with one final sentence: 

Dealing with the pampered and effeminate 
Americans will be easy. 

You see, they think they understand 
us. They think they know how to get 
to America. Open a paper every day 
and see what their tactic is. Open a 
paper every day, turn on a television 
every day, turn on your radio every 
day, sign on to the Internet every day 
and see what their tactic is and see 
how they believe they will defeat us. 

I believe we need strong leadership to 
confront this greatest enemy that we 
have. The stakes are high, too high not 
to join together—Democrat, Repub-
lican, liberal, conservative, American, 
European—to confront this dangerous 
enemy. We must stop them. 

Winston Churchill, in June of 1940—I 
will close with this, for my colleagues 
who have been patiently waiting—Win-
ston Churchill, in 1940, addressed the 
British people as Britain stood alone: 

What General Weygand called the Battle of 
France is over. I expect that the Battle of 
Britain is about to begin. Upon this battle 
depends the survival of Christian civiliza-
tion. Upon it depends our own British life, 
and the long continuity of our institutions 
and our Empire. The whole fury and might of 
the enemy must very soon be turned on us. 
Hitler knows that he will have to break us in 
this Island or lose the war. If we can stand 
up to him, all Europe may be free and the 
life of the world may move forward into 
broad, sunlit uplands. But if we fail, then the 
whole world, including the United States, in-
cluding all that we have known and cared 
for, will sink into the abyss of a new Dark 
Age made more sinister, and perhaps more 
protracted, by the lights of perverted 
science. Let us therefore brace ourselves to 
do our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if 
the British Empire and its Commonwealth 
last for a thousand years, men will still say, 
‘‘This was their finest hour.’’ 

This is the call of this generation. 
This is America’s hour. This is the 
hour that we need leadership, 
Churchillian leadership, who had a 
keen eye for the enemy and a resolve in 
spite of the political climate to con-
front it. I ask my colleagues to stand 
and make this America’s finest hour. I 
regret that the new Secretary of De-
fense is not up to the task, in my opin-
ion. I hope others are. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. 
f 

ESCALATING CRISIS IN DARFUR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this 
evening there was a meeting in my of-
fice with the U.S. Special Convoy to 
the Sudan, Andrew Natsios. It was an 
unusual meeting by Senate and Capitol 
Hill standards. It was a bipartisan 
meeting called by Senator SAM 
BROWNBACK, my Republican friend from 

Kansas, and myself, inviting our col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to try 
to address the escalating crisis in 
Darfur, in the Sudan. 

In the meeting, we talked about the 
urgent need for international action to 
stop this genocide. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people have been killed in 
Darfur over the last 3 years. Two and a 
half million people have been driven 
from their homes. There are refugee 
camps not only in Sudan but in Chad 
and neighboring countries filled with 
those from Darfur who have been driv-
en out by the violence. 

Nearly two-thirds of the people living 
in this region are now dependent on hu-
manitarian aid, and hundreds of thou-
sands are in need but far beyond the 
reach of humanitarian organizations. 
Humanitarian access, the ability to 
help those in such desperate straits, is, 
sadly, diminishing when, in fact, we 
need more. 

The Sudanese Government in the 
capital of Khartoum has orchestrated 
this campaign of genocide. It continues 
to deny the death toll, and it continues 
to reject the United Nations peace-
keeping mission. 

On November 21, Special Envoy 
Natsios announced that the Bush ad-
ministration would resort to an un-
specified ‘‘Plan B,’’ as they called it, if 
the Sudanese Government does not 
agree by January 1, 2007, to allow an 
expanded international peacekeeping 
force in Darfur. Mr. Natsios made clear 
to us in the meeting in my office just 
a short time ago that this force is to be 
under the command and control of the 
United Nations. It is a very important 
part of our plan. In September, Sec-
retary of State Rice warned that Khar-
toum faced a choice between coopera-
tion and confrontation. 

I believe it is time—it is well past 
time—for the world to make clear to 
Khartoum and the Sudanese Govern-
ment that serious steps will imme-
diately follow the beginning of the new 
year if a United Nations or combined 
United Nations and African Union 
force is not agreed to immediately. The 
United States and the world have a 
number of things we can do, things we 
can do to persuade the Sudanese that 
they have to stop this genocide in 
Darfur. 

Militarily, the United Nations has 
authorized and the Senate supports the 
principle of a no-fly zone over Darfur. 
It is not going to be easy to implement 
it, but it is possible. Although it is 
logistically challenging, that is no ex-
cuse to allow the Government of the 
Sudanese people to continue attacks on 
the Sudanese people themselves by air. 

The United Nations should also be 
working with the International Crimi-
nal Court, sharing intelligence that 
could help accelerate indictments 
against those Khartoum officials and 
others guilty of crimes against human-
ity. Economically, the United States 
has sanctions against U.S. companies 
doing business in Sudan, but most 
countries don’t. Sudan is a rich coun-

try when it comes to oil. They are ex-
pected to bring in $7.6 billion in rev-
enue this year from oil. The major oil 
companies in the Sudan are owned and 
run by the Chinese, the Indians, and 
the Malaysians. 

Independent reports estimate that 70 
percent of that oil revenue is likely to 
be used by the Sudanese Government 
in Khartoum for military expenditures. 
Think of that. An otherwise poor Afri-
can nation taking 70 percent of the rev-
enues from oil, converting it into mili-
tary equipment that in many cases is 
being used to kill its own citizens. 
Those same military expenditures have 
financed helicopter gunships, auto-
matic weapons, and vehicles that have 
allowed the Sudanese Government and 
their militia to terrorize the popu-
lation of Darfur. 

The international community needs 
to join the United States in sanctions 
on Sudan. You can hardly pick up a 
newspaper in our country without find-
ing a full-page ad exhorting our Gov-
ernment and people to do something 
about the genocide in Darfur. I salute 
those who are supporting that effort. I 
encourage them to take that informa-
tion to other countries in Europe and 
other places so that they can engage 
with us in an effort to stop this geno-
cide. Civilized nations should not do 
business with genociders. 

In the United States, we need to do 
more. We should close our ports to oil 
tankers that have operated in Sudan. 
The President could block the assets of 
17 individuals named in the United Na-
tions investigation as responsible for 
crimes in Darfur. The list includes the 
Sudanese Minister of Interior, the In-
telligence Director, and the Minister of 
Defense. To date, the President has 
only blocked the assets of four people: 
Two rebel leaders, a former Air Force 
officer, and a Janjaweed militia leader. 
We need to move up the chain of com-
mand. We need to do more, and we need 
to do it now. 

All across America, State and local 
governments, universities, organiza-
tions, and private citizens are doing 
more by divesting their pension and 
other investment funds from compa-
nies that do business in Sudan, compa-
nies that support and enrich the Khar-
toum Government that is looking the 
other way when it comes to this geno-
cide. Divestment is a powerful tool. I 
believe Congress and the White House 
should support it. 

My State of Illinois was one of the 
first to step forward and divest its 
State pension funds. Five other States 
followed. Recently, I joined Senator 
BROWNBACK in writing to every other 
Governor, urging them to join in the 
divestment effort. We have also each 
taken steps to personally divest. There 
is an interesting side note here. After 
Senator BROWNBACK and I sent a letter 
to all of these Governors in States that 
have not divested from investments in 
the Sudan, an enterprising reporter re-
viewed my personal financial informa-
tion on file and reported to me that 
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one of the mutual funds that I owned, 
owned stock in a company doing busi-
ness in Sudan. I was shocked to learn 
that. Quickly I sold it. But I think it is 
a warning to all that if you want to be 
participating in this effort to try to get 
the message to the Sudanese, we 
should all start with our personal sav-
ings and mutual funds and make sure 
that we are not supporting, indirectly, 
the Government of Sudan. I have sold 
that mutual fund, and I will try to be 
vigilant that if another mutual fund I 
own purchases something in Sudan, 
that I divest very quickly. 

All of these are small actions but cu-
mulatively they can make a difference. 
Tonight, as I have done before, I can’t 
help but think about Rwanda in 1994. I 
mentioned it this morning when I 
noted the retirement of my colleague 
from Vermont, Senator JIM JEFFORDS. 
In 1994, mass murder was launched in 
Rwanda. It was carried out by guns and 
torches and by the grisly use of ma-
chetes. 

Five weeks after the killings began, 
Illinois Senator Paul Simon, my prede-
cessor and my closest friend in public 
life, who was chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Subcommittee on 
Africa, and JIM JEFFORDS, then the 
ranking Republican on that same sub-
committee, phoned General Romeo 
Dallaire, head of the U.N. peacekeeping 
force in Rwanda in Kigali and asked 
what he needed. A desperate Dallaire 
told them that if he had 5,000 soldiers, 
he could stop the massacre in Rwanda. 
Those two Senators immediately draft-
ed and hand-delivered a note to the 
White House, to the Clinton adminis-
tration, requesting that the United 
States get the Security Council to au-
thorize deployment of troops. 

In their letter they wrote: 
Obviously there are risks involved. But we 

cannot sit by idly while this tragedy con-
tinue to unfold. 

Sadly, they received no reply to their 
letter. The killings continued. At the 
end of the day, over 800,000 people died 
in Rwanda as victims of the genocide. 
Last year, about this time, Senator 
BROWNBACK and I went to Kilgali. Peo-
ple there don’t talk about the Rwandan 
genocide of 12 years ago unless it is 
brought up. As I looked down at a 
Catholic Church down the hill from the 
Hotel Rwanda made famous by the 
movie, I thought it was just a simple 
church in an African capital. I came to 
learn that over 1,000 people were 
hacked to death inside that church 
where they sought asylum during this 
massacre and the genocide. 

Later, after it occurred, Paul Simon 
would say: 

If every member of the House and Senate 
had received just 100 letters from people 
back home saying we have to do something 
about Rwanda, when the crisis was first de-
veloping, then I think the response would 
have been different. 

Hundreds of thousands of innocent 
lives would have been saved. So many 
times I have stood on this floor plead-
ing for our Nation to intervene in 

Darfur, and I have been thinking about 
Paul Simon and what he did in Rwan-
da. This time, during the latest chapter 
in the world’s history of atrocities, 
hundreds of Americans, thousands of 
Americans are engaged. It is so encour-
aging to go to college campuses across 
the State of Illinois and find college 
groups that have made Darfur their 
issue. It is great to go to meetings of 
people old and young in my State and 
have someone afterward come up and 
discuss the genocide in Darfur. These 
people have not been silent. They have 
pleaded for action. 

Paul Simon was right, in part. The 
response this time has been different. 
It has been different than the world’s 
response to genocides against the Ar-
menians, the Jewish people, the Cam-
bodians, the Bosnians, and the 
Rwandans. It has been different in that 
this time we recognize that truly there 
is a genocide taking place on our 
watch, in our time in this world. But 
we haven’t stopped it. 

We are here today not as Democrats 
or Republicans but as advocates for the 
people of Darfur. The U.S. special 
envoy to Sudan, Mr. Natsios, has drawn 
a line in the sand. As of January 1, the 
Sudanese Government must either ac-
cept the peacekeeping mission or face 
the consequences. Personally, I believe 
this deadline comes too late. But I 
hope it is effective. I hope it convinces 
the Sudanese Government to accept 
the peacekeepers. If not, then the ad-
ministration’s plan B, the con-
sequences of refusal, must be meaning-
ful and immediate and decisive. 

Let me close with the words of Paul 
Simon and JIM JEFFORDS, who retires 
this week from the Senate: 

We cannot sit idly by while this tragedy 
continues to unfold. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-

NETT). The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I con-

gratulate my colleague from Illinois 
for his very eloquent statement. He, 
along with Senator BROWNBACK and 
others, has been very much involved in 
this issue. We say ‘‘issue,’’ but it is a 
lot more than an issue. It is something 
that is truly one of the great tragedies 
of our era. I salute him for his passion. 
I salute him for his intellect and his 
drive and his determination to do 
something about it. We have made 
some progress and have a special envoy 
appointed. This was something Senator 
BIDEN and I worked on, along with oth-
ers, urged the administration to do. I 
am delighted that Andrew Natsios is in 
that position. He is a man of great tal-
ent. But we in Congress—and I will be 
leaving the Congress—and the Amer-
ican people, we all have to continue to 
speak out. We all have to continue to 
make this a priority. We all have to re-
member, as my colleague from Illinois 
has so eloquently pointed out, the his-
tory of atrocities such as this in the 
past and that when good people do not 
speak up and do not, more impor-
tantly, take action, these tragedies not 
only occur but they continue. 

I salute my colleague from Illinois. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR RICK 
SANTORUM 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise to 
take a moment to congratulate my col-
league from Pennsylvania, Senator 
SANTORUM, who spoke very eloquently 
about the world threat that we face 
today. RICK SANTORUM is someone of 
great passion. He is someone who is 
fearless. He is someone who, frankly, 
does not care whether people agree 
with him or do not agree with him. 

I will say this: This Senate is going 
to be a lesser body without RICK 
SANTORUM’s great passion and his great 
drive, his great creativity. He will take 
those attributes out of this body, but I 
know that we will hear from him. He 
will be vocal. He will be concerned. He 
will be involved in whatever role he de-
cides to assume after the first of Janu-
ary. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CORPORAL MICHAEL CIFUENTES 
Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I come 

to the Floor today to honor a brave 
Ohioan, Marine LCpl Michael 
Cifuentes, from Fairfield, who was 
killed in the line-of-duty when his ve-
hicle was hit by an improvised explo-
sive device in Iraq on August 3, 2005. 
Michael is survived by his parents, 
Gregory and Carolyn, his brother Dan-
iel, and his fiance Tara Reynolds. 

Friends, family, and fellow marines 
remember Michael, first and foremost, 
for his kind and generous spirit. A 1998 
graduate of St. Xavier High School in 
Cincinnati and then a 2002 graduate of 
my alma marter, Miami University, 
Michael chose to postpone his upcom-
ing graduate studies in math education 
in order to serve in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. 

Michael was known as having a soft 
spot in his heart for children, and even-
tually, he wanted to become a math 
teacher. To make the most of his time 
before graduate school, Michael was a 
substitute teacher at Talawanda Mid-
dle School in Oxford, OH. Principal 
Sharon Lytle remembers that he was 
an excellent teacher, who was well 
liked by his students and who exhibited 
a special willingness to help those re-
quiring special instruction. She said 
the following about Michael: 

He was always willing to take the toughest 
cases. He was a real team player [and] 
unfailingly polite and respectful. A lot of 
college kids come in here just more relaxed. 
He was just more mature. 

Mark Hinkle, Michael’s uncle, said 
that Michael was a great teacher—a 
teacher who also always wanted to be a 
Marine. Michael taught Mark’s 10-year- 
old daughter at Talawanda Middle 
School. His uncle said that Michael 
‘‘just loved the kids.’’ 

Michael held a graduate 
assistantship through iDiscovery, an 
online program for teachers, until he 
was called for duty in the Marine Corps 
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